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Concepts of the Puritan Ideology
The Puritans were English Reformed Protestants in both the 16th and 17th centuries (Johnson, 162). Their aim was purifying the Church of England from its Catholic practices, which they allege was only partially reformed. Led by John Winthrop, they agreed that they would start a city on a hill that observed good behavior and religious purity. The Puritans had some ideologies, which they believed in, including covenant theology. Covenant theology refers to a conceptual overview and interpretive framework that helps to understand the bible's overall structure. The concept uses the theological idea of a covenant as an organizing principle for Christian theology and ensured that the people understood and believed in God. The focus of this paper will be on the covenant theology concept of the Puritan ideology. 

The Puritans were very religious and believed that the Church of England needed to be purified of the influence that the Catholic Church had during that period (Johnson, 164). They reinforced their religious beliefs to the society by trying to change what the community used to believe in as well as punishing those who went against their rules, strict guidelines and beliefs. According to them, everyone supposed to live according to their scripture, which they believed was inspired by God.

The Puritans had the belief that God had formed a one-off deal or covenant with them. They also believed that God expected them to live and act according to their scriptures, which was to reform the Anglican Church. Led by Winthrop, they also believed that they needed to set a good example so that those who initially believed in the Anglican Church of England would change their sinful ways and start believing in the puritan's ways. Almost all of those who migrated to Massachusetts fully accepted the Puritan faith and ideas (Gorski, 92). 

Due to their strong religious beliefs, church attendance was mandatory to the Puritan community even if a person was not a member of the church (Gorski, 95). There were requirements for a person to be a fully accepted member of the Puritan church. Among them include having to prove that there was a conversion experience and that they were among the predestined elect, which was a group that assured a person of admission to heaven. The religious and political lives of the Puritans were entirely intertwined. 

Punishments were there to ensure Puritans lived according to their scriptures, which they believed is what God approved. A crime, which was an act that was against their scriptures included sleeping during a sermon, swearing, skipping church among others (Gorski, 96). Punishment would depend on the severity of the crime. Some were considered worse than others. Different towns had different town meetings that discussed how their towns would be run. On matters affecting the various towns and where voting was required, only the men were allowed.

The Puritans faced some problems that concerned their religious lives. Among them include dissent. For instance, a Puritan dissenter Anne Hutchinson appeared in 1964 and was critical of the puritan religious views of her town (Johnson, 165). She organized for town meetings in her home where she openly fought against the aspects such as men being the only people to vote in matters affecting their town. Many people followed and supported her views. Punishment was inevitable, and she was charged with heresy, tried and was banished together with her family to Rhode Island.
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